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and fixed his bayonet. We reached him
almost at the same moment. As the
Trooper lifted his sword to deliver a /
swinging cut the Sapper charged hin/
with his bayonet and transfixed him
through the breast, with a sickening rip-
ping sound which still haunts my ears,
while my straining sword arm failed by
an inch to reach and lift the bayonet.
Before he could -withdraw the bayonet I
had run him through the body. The
uplifted arm of the Carabineer dropped,
the sword slipped from his grasp, he
reeled for a moment on his saddle, and
then fell to the ground dead.
A correspondent wrote to the Pioneer :-
<s The Carabineer who was killed just *
outside Meerut in the Sapper Affair was
a Trooper, named Frederick Kingsford,
who rode an untrained horse, which be-
came unsteady at the time of charging
the rebel. He was the first man killed
in action in the Mutiny, although many
Europeans had fallen before that day."
It was late in the evening when we
returned to cantonments.   The destina-